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I could wish every officer and private soldier had their full
share of honour in proportion to their deserts; being thus
far of the Athenians' mind, who when it was proposed that
the statue of Miltiades should be set up alone in some public
place of the city, said they would agree to it, whenever he
conquered alone, but not before. Neither do I at all blame
the officers of the army, for preferring in their hearts the late
ministry before the present; or, if wishing alone could be of
any use, to wish their continuance, because then they might
be secure of the war's continuance too : whereas, since affairs
have been put into other hands, they may perhaps lie under
some apprehensions of a peace, which no army, especially in
a course of success, was ever inclined to, and which all wise
states have in such a juncture, chiefly endeavoured. This is
a point wherein the civil and military politics have always
disagreed. And for that reason, I affirmed it necessary in
all free governments, that the latter should be absolutely in
subjection to the former; otherwise, one of these two incon-
veniencies must arise, either to be perpetually in war, or to
turn the civil institution into a military.

I am ready to allow all that has been said of the valour
and experience of our troops, who have fully contributed
their part to the great successes abroad; nor is it their fault,
that those important victories had no better consequences at
home, though it may be their advantage. War is their trade
and business: to improve and cultivate the advantages of
success, is an affair of the cabinet; and the neglect of this,
whether proceeding from weakness or corruption, according
to the usual uncertainty of wars, may be of the most fatal
consequence to a nation. For, pray let me represent our
condition in such a light, as I believe both parties will allow,
though perhaps not the consequences I shall deduce from it.
We have been for above nine years, blessed with a QUEEN,
who besides all virtues that can enter into the composition
of a private person, possesses every regal quality that can con-
tribute to make a people happy : of great wisdom, yet ready
to receive the advice of her counsellors: of much discern-
ment in choosing proper instruments, when she follows her
own judgment, and only capable of being deceived by that
excess of goodness which makes her judge of others by her-
self. Frugal in her management in order to contribute to